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Defining White Collar Crimes 
Current Trends and Occurrence in Asia 



White Collar Crime 

άbƻƴ-ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘέ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ 
(e.g. fraud, corruption, money 

laundering, etc.) 

VIOLATION 

Individuals of respectability and 
power, high-level positions/status 

PERPETRATOR 

Committed in priviledged 
situations for financial or 

other private gain 

TRAIT 
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West Asia 

East Asia 

Southeast Asia 

Natural resource 
(oil, gas, mineral) 

Robust economic 
growth 

Emerging, newly 
industrialised 

Energy Industry 
(e.g. Fraud on offshore 

companies) 

Corporate Olygarchy  
(Bribery, embezzlement) 

Private-Public 
(Bribery, tax evasion, 

misused power) 



Causes of White Collar Crime 

Opportunities to commit crime 

Situational pressures on the individuals 

Issues pertaining to integrity 

Yusuf Nook (1993), Joseph Eby Ruin (1996) 



Prevalence in Public Sector 

Government Control on 
Economic Activities 

Occurrence 

High 

Centralized, weak corporate law 

Low 

Liberalization, free trade 

Mainly in Public Sector 

Mainly in Private 
Sector 



3 Ways to Strengthen 
Misconduct Management Procedures in Public Sector 

Public sector can 

utilize their audit 

function, authority 

or internal control 

routine, and whistle-

blower report 

DETECTING Improving the exposure 

could be done by 

ensuring transparency, 

access for public and civil 

society, and investigative 

media coverage 

EXPOSING 

Public sector and 

governmental 

institution should 

develop a strong 

ethics and conduct 

regime, and review the 

existing rules/codes 

DETERRING 



Challenges to Tackle White Collar Crimes 

Difficult to detect 

Advancement of technology ς more sophisticated crimes 

Inadequate methods and infrastructures both in measuring and investigating 

Lack of regulatory prevention and ethical enforcement 

Lack of comprehensive laws in addressing white collar crimes 



Proposed Prevention Efforts through Ethic and Conducts 
tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ 



GOPAC 
Global Organization of Parliamentarians 

against Corruption 

GOPAC is an international network of 

parliamentarians dedicated to combat corruption, 

strengthen good governance, and uphold 

the rule of law throughout the world. 


